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NOTICE OF MEETING 

 
CABINET MEMBER FOR CHILDREN, FAMILIES AND EDUCATION 
 
THURSDAY 15 JULY 2021 AT 4PM 
 
COUNCIL CHAMBER, SECOND FLOOR, THE GUILDHALL 
 
Telephone enquiries to Lisa Gallacher 02392 834056 
Email: lisa.gallacher@portsmouthcc.gov.uk 
 
Information with regard to public access due to Covid precautions 

 Attendees will be requested to undertake an asymptomatic/ lateral flow test within 48 hours of 
the meeting.  

 If symptomatic you must not attend and self-isolate following the stay at home guidance issued 
by Public Health England.  

 All attendees are required to wear a face covering while moving around within the Guildhall.  

 Face coverings may be removed once seated if 2m apart from other attendees.  

 Attendees will be subject to a temperature check on arrival.  

 Please only use seats marked with a green circle. These seats have been allocated to ensure 
2m social distancing.  

 Please use the hand sanitizer provided on entering the Guildhall, maintain 2m social distancing 
within the Guildhall and follow the one way system in place.  

 Attendees will need to book in to the venue (QR code). An NHS test and trace log will be 
retained and maintained for 21 days for those that cannot or have not downloaded the app.  

 Spaces will be limited and priority will be given to committee members and any applicants and 
/or deputees. Those not participating in the meeting and wish to view proceedings are 
encouraged to do so remotely via the livestream link. 

 
Membership 
Councillor Suzy Horton (Cabinet Member) 
Councillor Terry Norton 
Councillor Jeanette Smith 
 

Councillor Judith Smyth 
 

(NB This agenda should be retained for future reference with the minutes of this meeting).  
Please note that the agenda, minutes and non-exempt reports are available to view online on 
the Portsmouth City Council website: www.portsmouth.gov.uk  
 
 
 
 

http://www.portsmouth.gov.uk/
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Deputations by members of the public may be made on any item where a decision is 
going to be taken. The request should be made in writing to the contact officer (above) by 
12 noon of the working day before the meeting, and must include the purpose of the 
deputation (for example, for or against the recommendations). Email requests are 
accepted. 
 

A G E N D A 
 

 1   Apologies for absence  
 

 2   Declarations of Members' Interests  
 

 3   Change of age range for Manor Infant School (Pages 7 - 12) 

  Purpose 
This report sets out the outcome of the 4 week statutory consultation on the 
proposal to change the age range of Manor Infant School, which commenced 
on 19th May 2021. 
 
RECOMMENDED that the Cabinet Member: 
• consider the response to the statutory consultation carried out on the 
proposal to change the age range of Manor Infant School 
 
• authorise the Director for Children, Families and Education to 
implement the proposal so that Manor Infant School becomes a school 
for pupils aged 2 to 7 years of age from 1st September 2021 
 

 4   School Modernisation and Sufficiency Programme Update (Pages 13 - 
18) 

  Purpose  
The purpose of this report is to provide an update on the progress of: 

 Urgent school condition projects 

 School place update and School sufficiency schemes aimed at increasing 
school place capacity within the city 

 
RECOMMENDED  
(1)  That the Cabinet Member notes the progress on the school 

modernisation "urgent condition" projects, the secondary school 
sufficiency projects and the special school sufficiency projects. 

(2) It is recommended that the schemes agreed with the Lead Member 
since the last report are formally approved. 

 

 5   Local Authority Maintained School Balances as at 31st March 2021 
(Pages 19 - 32) 

  Purpose  
The purpose of this report is to inform the Cabinet Member of the level of  
Local Authority maintained schools' revenue and capital balances as at 31st 
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March 2021. 
 
RECOMMENDED that the Cabinet Member notes the level of Local 
Authority maintained schools' revenue balances and capital balances as 
at 31st March 2021 as shown in Appendices 2 & 3 and the monitoring 
action taken by the council. 
 

 6   Early Years Sufficiency Update (information report) (Pages 33 - 36) 

  Purpose 
The purpose of the report is to provide an update on sufficiency in early years 
due to the impact of COVID 19 including the latest information about 
sufficiency across the city and any long term impact from the pandemic that 
may continue to affect providers. 
 

 7   Dedicated Schools Grant 2020/21 Outturn report (information report) 
(Pages 37 - 42) 

  Purpose  
The purpose of this report is to inform the Cabinet Member of the year end 
outturn position of the Dedicated Schools Grant (DSG) as at the end of March 
2021. 
 
RECOMMEDNED that the Cabinet Member: 
Notes the year end budget position for the Dedicated Schools Grant as 
at 31 March 2021, together with the associated explanations contained 
within this report. 
 

 8   Children, Families and Education Portfolio 2020/21 Outturn report 
(information) (Pages 43 - 52) 

  Purpose 
To inform the Cabinet Member of the revenue outturn position in respect of the 
portfolio cash limit and capital programme for the financial year 2020/21. This 
report sets out the budget position and contributing factors to the final portfolio 
cash limit underspend at the end of the year.  
 
RECOMMENDED that the Cabinet Member: 
Notes the Children, Families and Education Portfolio revenue and capital 
outturn positions, as at the end of March 2021, together with the 
variance explanations. 
 

 9   Variation to Admission Policies 2021/22 & 2022/23 for community and 
voluntary controlled schools (information report) (Pages 53 - 54) 

  Purpose 
To note statutory change/variation to Admission policies 2021/22 & 2022/23 
which have already been determined for Community and Voluntary Controlled 
Schools from 1 September 2021.  
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 10   An evaluation of initiatives to promote greater inclusion and manage the 
Dedicated School's Grant (DSG) High Needs Block spending (Pages 55 - 
64) 

  Purpose. 
The purpose of this report is to provide an evaluation of the impact of 
initiatives implemented with the aim of promoting greater inclusion and 
managing demand on the DSG's High Needs Block funding, all of which have 
been discussed at Schools Forum, in particular: 

 
The establishment of a SEND 'Monitoring and Review' Hub to monitor the 
impact of element 3 funding attached to EHCPs. 
 
A pilot project to test the use of AV1 'No Isolation' robots to increase the 
inclusion of children who are unable to physically attend school, and thereby 
increase the value for money of the medical tuition offer. 
 
The Turnaround project, funded by a DfE grant which has now come to an 
end, and which focused on increasing the successful reintegration of children 
from Alternative Provision (AP) to mainstream schools thus increasing the 
availability of AP places.    

 
The paper also provides some context and background providing details of the 
progress that has been in achieving greater inclusion in education in 
Portsmouth, in line with the aim of the SEND Strategy.  
 
RECOMMENDED that the Cabinet Member notes: 
1 The progress that has been made in achieving greater inclusion in 

education in Portsmouth, in line with the aim of the Special 
Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND) Strategy. 

2 The progress the SEND Monitoring and Review Hub has made and 
that a full evaluation of the impact of the work after 18 months will be 
brought to the Cabinet Member in 2022. 

3 Continued funding of 6 AV1 'No Isolation' robots at £15k per annum. 
 
It is recommended that the Cabinet Member approves: 

 Funding the Turnaround project circa £100k per annum with a 
minimum commitment of 3 years. Any future funding would be based 
on a full evaluation of the project.  

 
Schools Forum discussed and were in support of all of the above.  
 

Members of the public are permitted to use both audio visual recording devices and 
social media during this meeting, on the understanding that it neither disrupts the 
meeting nor records those stating explicitly that they do not wish to be recorded. 
Guidance on the use of devices at meetings open to the public is available on the 
Council's website and posters on the wall of the meeting's venue. 
 
Whilst every effort will be made to webcast this meeting, should technical or other 
difficulties occur, the meeting will continue without being webcast via the Council's 
website. 
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This meeting is webcast (videoed), viewable via the Council's livestream account at 
https://livestream.com/accounts/14063785 

 

https://livestream.com/accounts/14063785

